
f.L · aptete outmey ati! among 
the most prolific in West Texas 
in recent memory. 

"We thought 1,000-barrel­
per-day wells were a thing of 
the past out here," Bill Marti­
nez, Anadarko's business ad­
viser for worldwide oper­
ations, said while standing at 
the foot of the Precision 303 
drilling rig at a remote site 30 
miles west of Kermit. But 
since The Woodlands-based oil 
company began drilling in the 
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helping slow years of declines - · · · 
in the state's oil output, luring 
major producers back to the 
region and spawning the latest 
oil boom in West Texas. 

They are part of a comeback 
for the Permian Basin, a vast 
layer of sedimentary rock un­
derlying West Texas and 
southeastern New Mexico that 
has been pumping out huge 

See DRILLING/4C 
Oil wells dot the landscape in Midland. Texas' oil output last year in­
creased nearly 4 percent. reaching its highest annual level since 2002. 

Be suspicious online ' Economists 
stimulus n I don't have to tell you that 

identity theft is a big problem 
in today's highly connected so­
ciety. I also don't have to tell 
you that cybercriminals feed 
off of our private information. 
Now; given that our private in­
formation is so vital to their 
mere existence, it stands to 
reason that they are going to 
fmd a way to acquire it. 

These thieves can go about 
it the hard way, such as actual­
ly hacking into your accounts, 
tapping into your network or 
physically stealing your com­
puter. 0~ they can go about it 
the easy way, which in fisher­
man terms, is to cast out a 

Microsoft objects to 
proposed patent sale 
Microsoft Corp. objected to 
Nortel Networks Corp.'s pro­
posed bankruptcy sale of more 
than 6,000 patents, telling a 
judge the deal could give the 
proposed buyer, Google Inc., 
an unfair competitive advan­
tage. Microsoft joined comput­
er-maker Hewlett-Packard Co., 
smartphone-maker Nokia Oyj, 
and other technology compa­
nies in filing objections to the 
proposed auction of the pat­
ent portfolio. Whoever wins 
the auction should be required 
to clarify what rights compa­
nies and standard-setting 
groups may have to keep us-

Nancy Victor. She is 
the Help Me!! Tech 
Team president. 
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great big net to catch naive 
victims to see who actually 
might hand them the informa­
tion they require. 

To protect oneself from the 
"phishermen," you must first 
understand what "phishing" is. 

Phishing is a way of at­
tempting to acquire private da­
ta such as a person's user­
name and password, credit 

MARKET 
CLOSINGS 

S&P 500 
1,271.83 
{+0.85) 

10-YEAR 
BOND YIELD 

2.99 (+.02) 

The average price for a gallon of 
regular gas in San Antoriio was 

card information and/ or ac­
count numbers by masquerad­
ing as a trustworthy entity. 
Phishing is typically carried 
out through email or text 
message, and it often directs 
the user to enter details at a 
fake website that looks almost 
identical to the legitimate one. 

The first thing to know 
without question is that no le­
gitimate fmancial institution 
ever would lose your user- l 
name and password nor would 
it send you an email request-
ing that you update your ac-
count information. 

1 See GUEST/4C 

Biz Bits 

MARIE CALLENDER'S: Restau­
rant owner Perkins & Marie 
Callender's Inc. filed for Chap­
ter 11 bankruptcy protection, 
brought down by tough com­
petition, the weak economy 
and rising food costs. It plans 
to shutter 65 stores and to cut 
2,500 jobs, or about 20 percent 
of its workforce of 12,350. 

VF BUY: Clothing and footwear 
maker VF Corp., whose brands 
include Wrangler, Nautica and 
The North Face, said it will buy 
boot and clothing maker Tim­
berland Co. for more than $2.2 
billion as it seeks to expand its 
outdoor offerings. 

BY PAUL WISEMAN 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - The best 
cure for the economy now is 
time. 

That's the overwhelming 
opinion of leading economists 
in a new Associated Press sur­
vey. They say the Federal Re­
serve shouldn't bother trying to 
stimulate the economy - and 
actually could do damage if it 
did. 

The economists are lowering 

make more money from on­
line advertising. Financial 
terms of the Ad meld agree­
ment weren't disclosed. 

AETNA PURCHASE: Aetna Inc. 
said it will buy the Medicare 
supplement business of Gen­
worth Financial Inc. for about 
$290 million, as it becomes the 
latest health insurer to an­
nounce a plan that capitalizes 
on the aging baby boomer 
population. 

BUFFETT LUNCH: A charity auc­
tion to dine in with Warren 
Buffett, the chairman of Berk­
shire Hathaway, raised a record 
$2,626,411. The winning bid 
was $2,345,678. But after the 
auction closed, the winner, 



With the shift;-oiland gas 
companies are transfer­
ring expertise honed in 
recent years from operat­
ing in complex shale gas 
formations to mature oil 
fields and emerging ones 
elsewhere. 

In the dusty flatlands of 
West Texas, producers 
mostly are re-entering ar­
eas such as Bone Spring 
where drilling has taken 
place for decades and ap­
plying the new tech­
niques. But they're also 
targeting unconventional 
formations, including the 
oil-rich shales that were 
long thought unfeasible 
to exploit 

"We're doing things we 
didn't think would have 
been possible five, six, 
seven years ago, and I 
think we're still very 
early in the game," said 
John Christmann, region­
al vice president for the 
Permian Basin region at 
Houston-based Apache 
Corp., one of the biggest 
producers in the area af­
ter acquisitions last year. 

The key technical ad­
vances have come in two 
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The same can be said 
for Facebook, eBay, Ama­
zon or any other site you 
may have joined or from 
which you have made pur­
chases. 

Legitimate companies 
might send you an order 
confirmation, but only af­
ter you have ord~rred 

sUlt of wha nflearned 'in 
tight gas fields in Colora­
do's Piceance Basin, said 
Mitch Mamoulides, Per­
mian South Area manag­
er for Chevron. 

That's partly why the 
oil giant, based in San Ra­
mon, Calif., plans to drill 
more than twice as many 
wells this year in the ba­
sin as the 100 it drilled 
there last year, he said. 

Other oil companies, 
including Apache, Occi­
dental Petroleum, Ana­
darko, Concho Resources 
and Pioneer Natural Re­
sources, also are increas­
ing operations in the ba­
sin. 

"If you go back just a 
couple of years ago, we 
were running just a hand­
ful of rigs out there; now 
we're running 20," said 
Don DeCarlo, senior vice 
president and western di­
vision general manager 
of Oklahoma City-based 
Devon Energy, which 
plans to spend twice as 
much in the basin this 
year as last year and 
which expects its produc­
tion from the region to 

something. They also 
might send you a "thank 
you for joining" email af­
ter you sign up. 

Pay close attention to· 
emails that confirm a 
password or username 
change. These requests 
are a little harder to ig­
nore. In fact, you very 
well may have just en­
gaged in these very 
things. Remember, good 
timing and gullibility are 
what "phishermen" r:rre 

4. Gelled fluid carrying 
sand is pumped into 
the fractures. 
5. Fluids are pumped 
out. Sand remains, 
holding fractures 
open. 
6. Oil and natural gas 
trapped in the rock 
move through 

Sources · Amencan Petroleum lnst1ture; fractures and out of 
US. Department of Energy, The New York T1mes the well. 

rise 20 percent. 
But producers say oper­

ational costs also are ris­
ing in the basin. Many 
projects would not be fea­
sible if crude prices were 
to pull back sharply from 
today's levels. 

"I think you get south 
of $70, it becomes pretty 
challenging," said Mark 

hoping for, but there are 
some rules of thumb that 
will help keep you out of 
their nets. 

First is action. When 
you receive any email 
asking you to respond in 
some way, DO NOT click 
on the link provided with­
in the email. Instead, go 
directly to the site your­
self. This will ensure that 
you have gotten to the le­
gitimate site and not the 
fake phishing site. 
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Ellis, CEO of Houston's 
Linn Energy, which has 
been expanding rapidly 
in the basin since 2009. 

But with crude prices 
soaring, even marginal 
projects have been getting 
the green light. 

Texas' oil output last 
year increased nearly 4 
percent to 362 million 

Once there, look for the 
httPs:/ I in the URL before 
entering in information 
that you prefer be kept se­
cure. Keep in mind that 
security questions are 
helpful to include when 
you set up new accounts 
and be sure to always use 
complex passwords that 
include a mix of numbers, 
letters and special charac­
ters. 

Second is avoidance. En­
list the help of an email 

aclf'lc1MHllarur.the 'llub 
city for oil and gas activ­
ity in West Texas. 

The unemployment 
rate is less than 5 per­
cent, and the housing 
market is tight as new 
workers move in. Resi­
dents say they've also no­
ticed other signs of the 
new wealth. 

"You see a lot more 
steaks going out these 
days," said Jamey John­
son, manager of the Wall 
Street Bar and Grill 
downtown. 

But after living with 
the ups and downs of the 
oil industry for so many 
years, Midland natives 
such as Bill Underwood 
know the good times 
won't last. 

Experience tells the 59-
year-old real estate agent 
that each boom is fol­
lowed by a bust and that 
Midland inevitably will 
take another punch to the 
gut. 

But for now, Under­
wood says he's enjoying 
the moment. Flashing a 
smile, he said, "Our turn 
has come around again." 

filtration device that will 
help weed out many of 
these phishing emails and 
spam in general. 

This piece of hardware 
is especially helpful to 
businesses that receive 
email messages in greater 
volume. It lowers the risk 
by catching most spam, 
phishing and virus-infect­
ed emails before they ever 
reach the user. It also 
keeps your inbox clean 
and keeps yowr network 

·money-
Delta generated the 

most revenue from bag 
fees - $952 million - fol­
lowed by the combined 
United and Continental at 
nearly $655 million. 
Amect.can collected $580 
million and US Airways 
$513 million, according to 
the Department of Trans­
portation. 

Airlines aggressively 
raised ticket prices early 
in the year. But those in­
creases couldn't keep up 
with thrl price of jet fuel, 
now 37 percent more than 
last year. Some more re­
cent attempts to raise 
fares have failed because 
passengers balked at pay­
ing more. So instead, the 
airlines focus on fees. 

American Airlines in­
troduced fees for the frrst 
checked bag in 2008 as 
the price of oil skyrocket­
ed The other airlines, ex­
cept JetBlue and South­
west, have since followed 
and progressively in­
creased those charges. 
Southwest has used its re­
fusal to charge fees as a 
marketing tool. 

running proficiently. 
Finally, embrace your 

inner skeptic and second­
guess everything you re­
ceive in an email or text 
message - including 
items that appear to come 
from a friend or your 
friendly neighborhood 
banking institution. 

Nancy VICtor is president of 
Help Me!! Tech Team. a 2(). 
year systems integration firm 
servinF San Antonio. 
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